
Germany Responds to American Outrage Over The Lusitania Sinking 

 

With regard to the loss of life when the British passenger 

steamer Lusitania was sunk, the German Government has already 

expressed its deep regret to the neutral Governments concerned that 

nationals of those countries lost their lives on that occasion. 

 

5) The Imperial Government must state that certain important facts 

directly connected with the sinking of the Lusitania may have escaped 

the attention of the Government of the United States 

 

The Government of the United States assumes that the Lusitania is to be 

considered as an ordinary unarmed merchant vessel.  The Imperial         

10) Government would like to point out  

that the Lusitania was one of the largest and fastest English commerce 

steamers, constructed with Government funds as auxiliary cruisers, and 

is included in the navy list published by the British Admiralty. 

 

It is, moreover, known to the Imperial Government from reliable  

15) information furnished by its officials and neutral passengers that for 

some time all the more valuable English merchant vessels have been 

given  guns, ammunition and other weapons, and reinforced with a crew 

specially practiced in manning guns.  According to reports at hand here, 

the Lusitania when she left New York undoubtedly 25) had guns on board 

20)which were mounted under decks and masked. 

The Imperial Government furthermore has the honour to direct the  

attention of the American Government to the fact that the British Navy 

by a secret instruction of February of this year advised the British to seek 

protection behind neutral 30) flags and markings, and when so disguised 

25)to attack German submarines by ramming them. 

High rewards have been offered by the British Government for the 

destruction of the submarines by merchant vessels, and such rewards 

have already been paid out.  In view of these facts,                            

the Imperial Government is unable to consider English merchant vessels 

30)any longer as "undefended territory" in the zone of war and the 

German commanders are no longer in a position to observe the rules of 

capture otherwise usual and with which they followed before this. 



Lastly, the Imperial Government must specially point out that on her last 

35)trip the Lusitania, as on earlier occasions, had Canadian troops and 

weapons on board, including no less than 5,400 cases of ammunition 

destined for the destruction of brave German soldiers who are fulfilling  

with self-sacrifice and devotion their duty in the service of the 

Fatherland. 
 

 


